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Griffith, 5-Time Ring 
King, Seeks 6th Crown 



BY DAN MAFmn 



There still is a bit of the 
boy in Emlle Griffith, and 
It' expiates why after 1? 
years of boxing and purses 
totaling mora than $2 mil- 
lion the five-time world 
champion enthusiastically 
continues his career, 

•I enjoy the life," said 
Griffith as he paused to 
preparation for his fight 
against Indian Red Lopez 
Thursday night at the 
Olympic. "Boxing has 
been wonderful to me. It's 
enabled me to see all those 
places in the world that I 
read about in history 
books. I like the money, 
sure, but mainly I just like 
the sport." 

Griffith, 34, who won the 
welterweight title for the 
first time. 11 years ago. 



PUNCH LINES 

says he wants to win a 
sixth title, either the mid- 
dleweight again or the ju- 
nior middleweight 

"Then," he added, "I'll 
say goodby to my wonder- 
ful sport. I mean as a par- 
ticipant, but I will always 
remain around to help 
youngsters. Boxing does- 
n't owe me anything, but I 
, owe it everything." 
Only 21 KOs 
There always has been a 
closeness between Griffith 
and Gil Clancy, the only 
manager he's had. Clancy 
says that it is enthusiasm, 
even for the dull routine 
of training, which keeps 
Griffith among the top 
contenders. 

Griffith, while lighting 
all the outstanding welter- 
weights and middle- 
weights over the last de- 
cade, has scored 72 victo- 
ries, but only 21 knock- 
outs. 

"I don't think that 
means he's not a hitter," 
said Clancy. *I think 
it's because most of the 
fighters he's met have 
been tough to knock out. 
Gaspar Ortega had never 
been knocked off his feet 
when Emile flattened him. 
And neither had Benny 
Paret the first time. Dick 
Tiger was knocked down 
for the first time by 
Entile.* 

Doesn't Look For KO 

Griffith does not attach 
much importance to a flos- 
sy knockout record. 

"If the opportunity 
presents itself," he said, "I 
try to take the man oat. If 
I find out I can't, then I 
box kirn. You could ask 
some of my opponents and 
they would tell you they 
would have liked it better 
if I had put them away." 

Griffith does not expect 
to knock out Lopet They 
fought last May in Las Ve- 
gas with Griffith winning 
a split decision. 
. : 'I like Indian Bed," said 
Griffith, "but not when we 
get in the ring. I just don't 
Bke anyone who is trying 
to hit me and that's what 



he will be trying to do. He 
is tough and he's always 
there. You don't have to go 
looking for him. I like to 
fight someone like that." 
Swing Motet 
The Muhammad All-Mae 
Fwlw fight in Tokyo will be 
the first one sent by satellite 
TV to this country. It will be 
shown Friday night at the 
Wtttern Theater, Shrine Au- 
ditorium and Valley Music 
Theatre at 7 ... The Lopez- 
Griffith fight will not be on 
television. The Channel 13 
main Thursday night will be 
between Tbnrroan Danles, 
No. 3 junior middleweight, 
and Ram RorfrlKuei . . . The 
Forum's April 18 show, fea- 
turing top international ban- 
famweights, takes on added 
importance since Rafael Her. 
r»m dethroned Ruben oil- 
wire* as champion. There are 
three bouts: Romeo Amaya, 
Mexico champion, vs. Italy's 
Franco Ziirlo; Julio Guerrero 
vs. Argentina's Helena Fer- 
reyro and Famoso Gomez vs. 
Filipino Fernando Cabinet!*. 
The one who makes the best 
showing will meet Herrera 
for the title. 

A cut hand has forced un- 
defeated heavyweight George 
Foreman to be scratched 
from the April 3 boxing show 
at the Forum. Foreman had 
been scheduled to ffeht Ore. 
land's Vic Brown in the ini- 
tial Channel 5 boxing show 
on Monday night. With Fore- 
man out, the Forum boxing 
Club is now hoping to feature 
unbeaten Mike Quarry in the 
feature . . . Entries close 
Friday for the regional sen- 
ior AAU tournament from 
which local fighters will be 
chosen for the Olympic try- 
outs. The tournament begins 
April 10 at Sacred Heart Hall 
m Pomona . . .Danny Lopet* 
next opponent may be Jose 
lota Valdovlnos In late April 
at the Olympic. 

Jerry Quarry, whose dis- 
puted contract with manager 
Johnny Finres expires Fri- 
day, will then sign for a fight 
at the Forum April 10, prob- 
ably against Charley Polite. 
It will be seen on home TV 
. . . Jose laid Bel Camps 
meets Apollo Voshlo at the 
Olympic April 8, while on the 
13th, Jose Ijils Garcia, the 
No. 6 heavyweight from Ve- 
nezuela, returns to meet 
Rooy Harrii . . . Lopez will 
wind up heavy drills at ham 
Street Gym this moraine at 
II and Crumb will follow at 
2 p.m. . . . Windmill White 
faces Hill Ctuunoeri In Tuc- 
son April 8 . . . 
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JIM MURRAY 



'Spoiling' for a Fight 



When Emlie Griffith first came 
up out of the Virgin Islands and 
walked into a gym, the fight mob 
couldn't have been more surprised 
if Shirley Temple showed up. They 
didn't know whether to give him 
boxing trunks or a tutu. They 
thought he might be lookine for 
the road company of Swan Lake. 

Nothing like him had ever 
showed up around 8th Ave. In the 
first place, he spoke in this high- 
Pitched calypso. He lisped slightly. 
He could weep easily, pout when 
annoyed, and he made hats. The 
betting was he wore a stalk of ba- 
nanas on his head at parties. 

lighters are supposed to be tot*, 
ken-nose guys with a rap sheet as 
long as "Gone With The Wind," 
speak as if they had a constant 
head cold, and, when they weren't 
In the ring they were in stir. 

It was with no small measure of 
amazement that the guys with 
towels -around their necks, car- 
rytag pails' and swab-sticks 
watched this young man become 
one of the most savage and durable 
pugs in the history of the ring. It 
was as if Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm began poisoning her ponies. 

He even survived an on-camera 
killing. IBs f%hts were as one-sided 
as muggings. Emile was one rough 
customer in tights and boxing 
gloves. Outside, he was a mama's 
boy. Bccept, in his case, mama was 
not the movie type who sits at 
home wringing her hands because 
her boy was throwing away a 
career as a great milliner by risk- 
tog his fingers, to say nothing of 
his brains, at fist fighting. Mama 
was at ringside, shaking her fist at 
theoi#oBeM,too, — - 

Underestimating Bnfle Griffith 
became a way-of-ife to the fight 
game. He was to become one of the 
great champions, winning and los- 
ing toe welterweight title twice, 



waning and losing the middle^ 
weight title. In between, he fought 
light-heavies. 

It is another strange twist in the 
career of Emile Griffith that he 
now finds himself cast in the role 
of a prize ring "spoiler." It is cus- 
tomary for great champions in the 
final rounds of their careers to 
choose opponents with great care. 
The idea is to make money without 
risking reputation. Emile Griffith 
will %ht anybody. Always would. 
He is a pro, one of the greatest. 

A "spoiler" ordinarily is an un- 
orthodox guy who is Just good 
enough to weed out pretentious 
fighters, and to test good-onee-to- 
the limit. Rarely is the role given 
to a prize fight legend like Griffith. 
A spoiler" is the pugilistic equi- 
valent of a guy who keeps spilling 
soup in the boss' lap. He's like the 
dog in the act who refuses to roll 
over and play dead, the lion who 
keeps yawning at the tamer, the 
magician's helper who keeps drop- 
ping the rabbit 

* 

Eager youngsters all over the 
world kept trying to get on Smile's 
dance card when they were sure he 
was "washed up." One by one, he 
sent them back to the gym for 
more work or back to the docks or 
gas stations. The list is long: Andy 
Hertoiam Tom Bogs, the not-so- 
great Dane, Kitten Hayward, the 
Kuladelphia "comer" (after 
Emile, instead of coming, he went), 
Armando Muniz and Mate Collins. 

Ernie is 34 now but the waist is 
still under 30. So are the legs. "I 
have," he says, "an old man's head 
but a young man's legs." The hair 
f thinning on the old man's head, 
but the eyes are wise, and the 
moves cunning. "Fighting him was 
Uke reading a book," Armando 
Muntz, confessed ruefully through 
his Woody nose after their fight 

Ernfts *fghts Indian Red Lopez, 
M«an Tare to Page 3, c«L 1 
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MURRAY'S COLUMN 

Condoned from First tflg* 

another spoiler, atthe Olympic March 30. Emile fishts 
for ifconey now not giory. There is a wife and a 3-year- 
old daughter back home in Weehawken, The earlier 
money, from the title shots, was lavished on a familv 
that, on some nights, seemed to fill the garden 

He gets no over-anxious, eager youngster in Indian 
Red. It win i he a rough, grueling fight with few mistakes 
by either. But Emile has had a hundred of these. In a 
sport 0»t had "The Belting Brakeraan," "The Liver- 
more Butcher," "The Battling Bartender," the "Uam- 
men^Hat De Sl per» may be the toughest ever to lace 
on a glove. Certainly, he's the toughest ever to lace on a 

VCIi. 
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A Crisis 
Over Legs 



Emite drlmtll, temporarily 'Between lilies, 
through the door Into George nan 
office. He'd jmt finished Mi dally (law down the I 
in the ballroom gym »t Ike AJaaadrte Hotel. 

•So. you're the one,' In xraeaW In Ms ling-song 
V!^imI«ton*Enrti«i>, pointing a ftagiir under my chin. 
Toil re the cue who wrote that my 5«» are teir* " 
•! wrote IS 1« r didn't «sy it. I wm jo* ouotlns 
aiieHxhtelse,* t whted 'It toss am FMctiwho wid 



il. You blow, Eddie rutdl. the trainer ol 1 _ 

Lewis." 

Griffith's frown didn't disappear, 'I don't. lite it." said 



weight ting. "Look at these legs. They're suit right In 
~tth me. Do titer look II 
fve gone nomeplaet 
I tamtoiv corjeased !m 
lugs linked beautiful. 
healUty, rierant, alt*. — 
the great ejrss or . si-sod 




upset by the r 

almtt tconiied to tit sttSjeet "Sou 
eMi'I/Hnio he reads," Ji, said, reotlotj , 
prior to one al Sri//it/i'j corfy uieitein 
defenses tgalntt Ralph Bums in lot rem,. 



better try to do s 



aCtaoy."We« 
! to stir up a 



Outraged iy Own Insult 

As the manager told It, lie end Griffith met with Irwin 
ttaee. ntitjfclst for the Dupes match. 

"Why don't you get Dupae to rep finite end call him a. 
6am who can't fight"" Clancy suggested to the publicist, 

"Beautiful," agreed Orltttll, delighted with the plot. 

So, i/i. Feous paper* come out tlte ml 
flitpoa el! mr tht sports «etto 



that kt urn jtat m amateur end that h,, Ralph Dufa. 
tad aeon- i«( to on emofetrr in Ms S/e, 
"It was perfect," aw Clancy, who then handed ft. 
a to Griffith. Mistake No. 1. Bate* Irensy. 




Indian Red Lopes mid Utra, the No, I end No. 2 
contenders, te(K» Saturday night in the co-feature on 
the Mando Jtamos-Yoshlaltl ffumatt llghnseight title 
card at tie Aran, while Crtftith, tare weeks from 
tonight, reeke. Ml hid to become welterweight 
eraavpta tot the to.ru time against the current king, 
Jos. Nape*, at the Forum, 

*%> lis imd r«e» ».k fcnu pfefai against us, S«t /'« 

•sJfFof $"t^xyl^SiSuim"tm^h *5 2*S 
Sot* ijicu and iop« m *»« MM «%M.» 

In hh 1» year of professional fcoxtog, Me SHU has 
the fair, as elephant memory m ait the u» old 
***** although. «* outlandish thing hs h 
Mm lately. Pot fee first time » roe. - 
operating without some sort of 1 




He first 

been a familiar fixture ever sine*. Beny 
«»*B» »«-» I"*- y«K Counting « tte dtrislOM, the 
Napoles showdown will he !•« mk world title battle 

«H, mc ten his wltet title In tie ring, you km*.' 
rsndnded Clancy, -They made htm «Sft when .1, 
hemme middleweight thamo lit im. We're Just 
reclttaiiig what should lira ftkmpd to m nil aioi|.« 

Sj/irte to Santa Menlca 

Tliroaih all the §nwJ tines mi '1 tew lu.f, Eimita and 



Ion, Bonotulti, La. Venn. la AH0HX, I 

fori:. Sua Jtwt, Ptum mi Mnc Falls, S.D, 

"Sorts Ifeafea u sttfl «ir »s Ha, <<e»rtt« bmt; j«a 
*>» «■"», «w o*»t«f«9 Me in mt 

Griffith hasn't changed maeh on> the mm He Bill 
dossn't haw. mart 9 Mm. His clothes jttB stoi 
T*e other thy he showed 'if for • 




*« t'lm mm Ml «% JC. not if a Ksied fa At r««rif 
laic, (Mt »« erffttollf flow « m us jsf Si, .w 
tore He b*> food, aowafs oocd, 1W» «m » kr £<«* 
end W, tirftifeio on K, ktesl otafinioe 

And If yo. woold Bta to kid Ilia ahout Mt toy dSg, 
w.ld dothes or hi. you go right ah«d. l4 gft 
- -• - mmmm just worrying shout «i Urn 
Salter of fact, who Is Betty 
: tKame of Halt* — - ■ 
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Paret Dies 
After 10-Day 
Fight for Life 

NEW YORK fUPI) — 
Benny (Kid) Paret, after 
waging the toughest fight 
of his career, died today 
1 1:.V. a.m. EST) of a brain 
injury suffprpri in bis sav- 
age \v e 1 1 p r w p t g h t t it le 
fight with Kmile Griffith 
.March 2t. 

The 2 ^year-old Cuhan 
sttcrttmbPd at Roosevelt 
Hospital. Hp was the first 
champion in hosing his- 
tory to dip of injuries re- 
ceived in a title hnut. 

Paret. had been in a 
coma since he was 
punched senseless by the 
hammering fists of Grif- 
fith in the 12th round of 
the grudge fight at, .Madi- 
son Square Garden. 

He was removed from 
the Garden on a stretcher 
and taken to Roosevelt. 
Hospital, where he under- 
went a three-hour opera- 
tion to relieve pressure on 
his hrairt caused by two 
massive blood clots. 

Paret rallied slightly 
last Tuesday when doc- 
tors noted his reflexes had ' 
"become somewhat strong- 
er." thus providing a ray 

Please Tarn tn Pg. 2, OL t 
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PARET DIES OF INJURIES 



Continued from First Page 
of hope 'for relatives and 
friends who had been 
praying for the recovery 
of 'the former champion. 
However, he contracted 
pneumonia Monday, add- 
ing to the odds against 
survival. 
" •. At . Paret 's bedside when 
he died were his wife, 
l/ucy. who is expecting 
her second child in Sep- 
tember, and his mother, 
Mrs. Maxima Crespo. 

Mrs. Paret watched the 
Kid's last fight via tele- 
vision at their Miami 
Home. She flew to New 
York the following day 
with the couple's 2*s- 
y ear-old. son, Benny Jr. 
She maintained- an' almost 
constant vigil at her hus- 
band's bedside, leaving 
him only to nap :on a 
couch in an" 'adjoining 
room oh the second floor 
of the hospital. - 

.Mrs. Crespo was flown 
to his side last week after 
*ivt! uspv was Reared in 



Set her s traveling visa 
nut of Cub,-). 

Paret's tragic injuries 
produced new cries and 
crusades throughout the 
world to ban boxing. 

Ruby Goldstein, who 
refereed the Kid's last 
fight was criticized in 
many quarters for not 
stopping the bout sooner. 
However, he was held 
blameless by the Xew 
York state athletic com- 
mission in a post-fight re- 
port requested by Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller. 

The commission report 
said Goldstein "acted in 
good judgment in stopping 
this contest when he did." 

However, manager 
Manny Ai faro insisted 
Goldstein "was too slow in 
halting the machine-gun 



punching of Griffith, who 
lost his title to Paret in 
their second fight in the 
same Garden ring last 
September. 

Other boxing observers, 
though, felt Paret may 
have received initial brain 
damage either in his first 
fight with Griffith at 
Miami Beach last April, 
when the Kid was knocked 
out in the 13th round, or 
in his equally brutal brawl 
with .KB A middleweight 
king Gene Fullmer lasi 
Dec. 3. when he was 
kayoed in the 10th round. 
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^REKUFFER»BR»IN«INJURY*IN TITLE VM 

Surgery $ 
Performedl 
for Clot | 

: NEW YORK (UPI) 
Stricken former welter- ; 
weight champion Benny ; 
(Kid) Paret underwent ded- 
icate brain surgery eai$£ ; 
Sunday morning, less tfiaJc 
two hours after he wa£, ; 
; beaten to a helpless hulk Sjf : 
|Emile Griffith in their titiS : 
bout at Madison Squarifj 
.'Garden. . 

Paret, unconscious since " 
the scheduled 15-round boujt i 
was stopped at 2:09 of the 
12th round, went on the op- * 
erating table at approximate- - 
ly 1 a.m.. EST. He was ' 
rushed to Roosevelt Hospital : 
by ambulance m "serious ' 
condition" after he was car- 
ried out of the Garden Tins' 
on a stretcher. 

Last Rttes 

A priest administered the : 
rites of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church before Parei left 
the Garden and Dr. Harrv 
Kieiman of the Xcw York 
State Athletic Commission . 
ibiicd the Cuban fighters 
condition as "serious." Dr. 
Alexander Schiff of the X.Y. f 
State Athletic Commission. ■ 
performed the operation at 
Roosevelt Hospital, 

Dr. Lawrence Schick, 'a 
bmin surgeon at the- hospi- 
tal, said the 23-year-old Far- 
ft ot Santa Clara, Cuba, suf- 1 
frrrd a cerebral laceration 
snd that four holes would 
he made in his $kut! to rer - 
mm-c ore-sure from a brairi 

Cit&nn Helpless . 

- Griffnh, a -4-year-old na- ' 
. tive of Si. Thomas, V.I., re- 
j gained the welterweight ti- . 
;tlc tvith a savapre beating ! 
that ended with Paret help- 
jlc?:' nn she ropes, his head 
; outside the ring, and with 
! Griffith firing a hurricane 
'of r\*>hi.z to the head arid ' 

;J " Kefere** Huhy Goldstein*; 
flnaiiv leaped in and pulled ', 
Cr'inth off h;s helpless op- . 
■ panem. 

■ Paret s condition t* grave - 
hut 1 flo not think he will ! 
die."' .-aid the Cuban's man- ■ 
ager Manuel Alfaro. "The 
referee should have stopped 
" it sooner. I was shouting to . 
\ h;ni to stop it hut he did not ■ 
5 hear me. 

j Cranial Injury 

| "Paret was exhausted ! 
'when the punch caught him ' 
I and left him lyslpless. I <k> • 
* not thmk it was any carry- ; 
; over from Parei's fight with ' 
;Gene Fullmer." 
\ Griffith, who had" won ; 
and then lost the welter- 
\ weight title against. Paret . 
'in two precious bouts, was 
: so wild with the exultation , 
.of victory that he apparent- ; 

: Please Turn to F*. 2, CoL 1 
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1ARET KO'D, HURT 

CSfctinned from First Page ; Paret sagged. back against! 
IjEjiid not realize Goldstein!' the corner and his head went 
% stopped the bout. He' ^ongh the ropes as Griffith 
h|S to be forcibly stopped continued his attack. 
fjcSn continuing "the bout Griffith, who lost the title 
e$Sn while Paret lay mo- to Paret on a disputed deci- 
tjjfciess in the neutral cor- si on at the Garden last Sept. 
list. 30. took command of the 

•Griffith.- weighing 144 lb. fight from the opening bell. 
toJParet's 14G*-2. dominated: He scored with hard rights 
tfig bout from the opening in both the first and second 
bifl except for one electric rounds, opened a' cut under 
Sgtant 13 seconds before Paret 's right eye in the third 
tife end of the sixth round round and continued the 
■al^sn Benny caught him bombardment through the 
•wSth a left hook to the jaw fourth and fifth rounds, 
all dropped him for a man- Paret Msrried 

dMorv eijrht-count. • _ , , 

:5>aret might have knocked n f*; e kfJ a ^* £ * a JLL! 
o§ the stunned Griffith if C!a ": Cuba bought a home 
2$ had more time left in m Mia y' f*»ut six months 
tip round -but the bell *S° aml P lanne $ 10 b <S° me 
sanded and Benny's chanc- ™J^Z7hT? *^L£ 
efcto retain the title went marT i e<J nnd . hns 3 2-vear-old 
■sjjjj, j L son. Bennv Jr. 

.» The onetime sugar cane 

J! ««ghts to Jaw , ;utter _ wno turned 25 just 
jCriffith. slashing away at 10 days ago. has been fight- 
tig champion both to the tag pro since 1P33. 
JSfcd and body, regained con- Paret won the welter- 
ta|l of the bout in the sev- weight title by outpointing 
efch round and he had Ben- Don Jordan in 13 rounds 

t bleeding early in the 12th May 27, 1960. He successful- 
;r aa exchang-e on the ly defended it against Feder- 
" — is. ico Thompson of Argentina 

bea he suddenly caught on another decision Dec. 10. 
et.with a right to the jaw i960.' 
•Use champion sagged A crowd of 7.600 paid a 
r;agaiast the ropes, in .a gross gate of 327,000. Griffith 
kail comer. Griffith, was fought for $10,000 -plus 20% 
him like a 'tigers and of the gate, while Paret de- 
_ught right upper cut after fended for ^50.000 or of 
rl|ht tipper cut to Paret's. the gate. ' whichever was 
dfedef ended jaw. hisher. .. 
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